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Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel  
 

The Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel, administered by UNEP, advises the Global Environment Facility 

STAP Scientific and Technical screening of the Project Identification Form (PIF) 

Date of screening: 11th May 2009      Screener: Lev Neretin 
  Panel member validation by: Bo Wahlstrom 
I. PIF Information (Paste here from the PIF) 
Full size project GEF Trust Fund  
 
GEF PROJECT ID: 3986  
COUNTRY(IES): Mozambique 
PROJECT TITLE: Disposal of POPs wastes and Obsolete Pesticides 
GEF AGENCY(IES): FAO 
OTHER EXECUTING PARTNER(S): Secretariat of Basel Convention, UNEP Chemicals, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Action 
GEF FOCAL AREA (S): Persistent Organic Pollutants 
GEF-4 STRATEGIC PROGRAM(s): POPs-SP1, POPs-SP3  
NAME OF PARENT PROGRAM/UMBRELLA PROJECT (if applicable):AFRICA STOCKPILES PROGRAMME, PHASE 2  
 
II. STAP Advisory Response (see table below for explanation) 
 

1. Based on this PIF screening, STAP’s advisory response to the GEF Secretariat and GEF Agency(ies): 
Consent  
 

III. Further guidance from STAP 
 

1. The only regulatory activity supported by this project is waste regulation (end of pipe management). 
STAP’s advice is to consider interventions aimed at upstream regulation to prevent future pesticide 
wastes and to building institutional frameworks for supervision and enforcement. 
 

2. STAP recommends including knowledge dissemination/lessons learned component in the final project 
document. Experience gained by this and concurrent project in Botswana on decontamination of POPs 
polluted soils is of wider significance for the GEF and has to be shared inside the GEF family and in the 
region. STAP is willing to co-operate with FAO and partners on knowledge management component of 
these projects. 
 

3. When assessing potential soil decontamination and POPs disposal options, STAP advises to use 
recommended criteria for technology selection (STAP Study on Emerging Innovative Technologies for 
the Destruction and Decontamination of Obsolete POPs, 2004; 
http://stapgef.unep.org/activities/technicalworkshops/index_html). 
 

4. Without a defined baseline of buried pesticide stocks and associated waste, the quantitative impact of 
project interventions is difficult to estimate. At the CEO endorsement, at least semi-quantitative 
assessment of buried stocks and the amount of waste to be disposed as a result of project interventions 
has to be presented. 

 
STAP advisory 
response 

Brief explanation of advisory response and action proposed 

1. Consent STAP acknowledges that on scientific/technical grounds the concept has merit.  However, STAP may state its views on the 
concept emphasising any issues that could be improved and the proponent is invited to approach STAP for advice at any time 
during the development of the project brief prior to submission for CEO endorsement. 

2. Minor revision 
required.   

STAP has identified specific scientific/technical suggestions or opportunities that should be discussed with the proponent as 
early as possible during development of the project brief.  One or more options that remain open to STAP include: 
(i) Opening a dialogue between STAP and the proponent to clarify issues 
(ii) Setting a review point during early stage project development and agreeing terms of reference for an independent 

expert to be appointed to conduct this review 
The proponent should provide a report of the action agreed and taken, at the time of submission of the full project brief for 
CEO endorsement. 

3. Major revision STAP proposes significant improvements or has concerns on the grounds of specified major scientific/technical omissions in 
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required the concept.  If STAP provides this advisory response, a full explanation would also be provided.  Normally, a STAP approved 
review will be mandatory prior to submission of the project brief for CEO endorsement.  
The proponent should provide a report of the action agreed and taken, at the time of submission of the full project brief for 
CEO endorsement. 


